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From the Editor
Dear ICRES8 friends,

Welcome to the second newsletter of our research center!

. Six months have past since our very first newsletter and | am happy to share with you our latest re-

~ search activities, projects, team publications, meetings and events.

N | want to thank our researchers and colleagues that contributed to the production of another newslet-
ter which | hope that you will enjoy and appreciate once more. Thank you all for sharing your com-
ments, suggestions and feedback. We are looking forward to your thoughts on this one!

Amerissa Giannouli fi PhD Candidate @ University of Athens/ ICRES8 researcher
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ICRE8 as UN SDSN Greek quarter

= el T oI The Sustainable Development Solutions Network ( SDSN)

= 1 "g HUNGER AND WELL-BEING JCATIO! QUALITY
SUSTE%ABLE . A . ST S was launched in August 2012 by UN Secretary -General Ban
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Ki-moon with the scope to mobilize scientific and technical

expertise from academia, civil society, and the private sector
1 REDUCED SUSTAINABLE CITIES | . .

ANDINFRASTRUGTLRE INEQUALITES JIETTIEE in support of sustainable development problem solving at

local, national, and global scales. The SDSN aims to acceler-

ate joint learning and help to overcome the compartmentali-
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and to realize the SDGs.

The SDSN is building a network of universities, research centers, and other knowledge institutions. Members are organized aro und
National or Regional SDSNs to promote Solutions Initiatives, develop educational materials for sustainable development, and c on-
tribute to setting the post -2015 agenda.

74—\
The Greek SDSN has been included in the SDSN network and it will cooperate SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
with neighboring countries, which are also members of the network, aiming to SOLUTIONS NETWORK
contribute to achieving the goals of the SDSN network. Co -hosts of the Greek iOBAL NITIATIVE FOR THE UNITED NATIONS
SDSN will be the International Centre for Research on the Environment and ""—_y
the Economy (ICRES8) and the University of Athens, Political Economy of Sustainable Development Lab. The executive council wil |
be responsible for formulating the Greek Leadership Council that will consist of politicians, entrepreneurs, academics and re presen-
tatives of the civil society. All members of the councils will be chosen upon recognition of their contribution towards fulfi lling the

Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) of the United Nations for 2030.

Thematic Priorities of the SDSN Greece

I Natural Capital Valuation: Ecosystems, Water and Biodiversity: Inland, Coastal, Ocean

This priority is focused on oOomaking naturef6s values vi si bditeand |t
ecosystem services into decision -making at all levels. It aims to achieve this goal by following a structured approach to valuat ion
that can help decision -makers recognize, demonstrate and capture the values of water -related ecosystems and their biodiversity.

9] Sustainable Development and Financial Crisis

The Greek SDSN aims to promote development -oriented policies that support productive activities, decent job creation, entrepre-
neurship, creativity and innovation, and encourage the formalization and growth of micro -, small - and medium -sized enterprises,
including through access to financial services. Furthermore, policies that promote sustainable tourism that creates jobs and pro-
motes local culture and products play an important role to escape the financial crises and are highly supported.

9l Climate Change: Mitigation and Adaptation Policies

The Greek SDSN activities aim to integrate climate change solutions into national policies. Furthermore, there is aneed to i mprove
education and raise awareness with regards to climate change mitigation and adaptation, given the individuals and institution sd

actions.

It is important to denote that although the thematic cases tdt hat r

specific SDGs, they imply the realization of the rest of the SDGs.

ICRES will also be responsible for hosting the 3rd international SDSN Mediterranean Conference , where the Greek
SDSN will be officially launched.
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EAERE 23nd Annual Conference (2017)
@ Athens, Greece Organized by ICRES8!!

.
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Founded in 1990, the European Association of Environmental and Resource Econo-
mists (EAERE) has over 1200 members in 80 countries, from Europe and beyond,
from academic institutions, the public sector, and the private industry. Interests span
from traditional economics, agricultural economics, forestry, and natural resource eco-
nomics.

EAERE

9 Sir Prof. Partha Dasgupta co-chairing with ICRES8 Scientific Director, Prof. Phoebe Koundouri

9 EAERE 2017 Key Note Speaker: Prof. Graciela Chichilnisky

9 EAERE 2017 David Pearce Lecture Key Note Speaker: Prof. Karine Nyborg
9 EAERE 2017 Policy Key Note Speaker: Maria Damanaki

9 EAERE 2017 Key Note Speaker: Jeffrey D. Sachs  (to be confirmed)

During the EAERE 23rd Annual Conference 2017 in Greece ICRE8 will launch the establishment of
the Greek Association of Environmental, Resource and Agricultural Economists ( Greek -AERAE ).

Prof. Phoebe Koundouri (AUEB, ICRE8, LSE) wins the Quality of pol-
icy contribution award of the European Association of Agricultural Eco-

nomics.

The Board of the European Association of Agricultural Economists awarded
Phoebe Koundouri's co-authored paper :

Genius, M., Koundouri, P., Nauges, C., & Tzouvelekas, V. (2014). Information

transmission in irrigation technology adoption and diffusion: social learning, extension services, and spa-
tial effects. /American Journal of Agricultural Economics/, ///96(1): 328  8344/. the *Quality of Policy Contri-
bution Award*, renamed in memory of our President, who suddenly died last July, the *Quality of Policy
Contribution Award in honor of Giovanni Anania*, for 2014. The Award is announced on the EAAE Web-
Pages and will be in the next Newsflash of the EAAE.

The Board of the European Forest knstitute (EFI) made a decision on the appoint-
ment of Prof. Phoebe Koundouri as a Member of the EFI Scientific Advisory
Board (SAB) at its meeting 28 -29.9.2015 in St. Petersburg, Russia.

E F 1
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NEW ICRE8 COLLABORAT  ING INSITUTIONS

ICRES8 has 8 more collaborating institutions

1 EEPSEA, Economy and Environment Program for Southeast Asia

( EEPSEA I BEF, Balkan Economic Forum, GREECE

y and
Program for Southeast Asia

9 EEDMI,k T, Deprem M¢chendisliki ve Afet

NEW ICRE8 RESEARCHERS

We are welcoming our new researchers, Ermina Sokou and Petros Xepapadeas !!

NEW ICRE8 ADMINISTRATOR

We are welcoming our new ICRE8 administrator,
Klea Morianou !

Klea Morianou is an Architect, graduate of the National Technical University of Athens. She
also holds an MSc in Design & Environmental Analysis
from Cornell University, College of Human Ecology

www.icre8.eu
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*PROJECTS*

ICRE8 has won three Interdisciplinary Projects and one
Cost Action Project!

SIMRA (HORIZON 2020 Recent Funded Project, EC)

HORUGEINL2020
o

SI MRA (Soci al Il nnovation i n dJverarchingn a |
objective is to fill the significant knowledge gap in understanding and
enhancing social innovation in marginalised rural areas by advancing

the state -of-the-art in social innovation and connected governance
mechanisms in agriculture and forestry sectors and in rural
development in general.

~ The Iames c dinat SO c gUlﬂ%Ik[I]n&mﬁnr . fhappenﬂlng Int‘é‘?&"stlng
~ . oordinator : e ifren
H UttO n e dESIgRETS ”“*““i'f'%‘mp“éilsp "mm:;"‘,f“,"ﬁxem M"‘"‘?LM{ U.Lk
. J Hutton Institut apaper et ™ [)[ 0] 6CLS
I' |nStItUte ames Hutton Institute w i ol JL Innuvatlun

m‘ﬂ technology ABSIgN 7 .

BRIGAID (HORIZON 2020 Recent Funded Project, EC)

THE FRAMEWORK PROGRAMME FOR RESEARCH AND INNOVATION

: - BRIdges the GAp for Innovations in Disaster resilience (BRIGAID) aims
HWZ 0 to provide structural, ongoing support for innovations in climate
- adaptation by developing an innovative mix of methods and tools, that

should become a standard for climate adaptation innovations.

Coordinator :

T U D I ft Technische Universiteit Delft

www.icre8.eu
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DAFNE (HORIZON 2020 Recent Funded Project, EC)

The overall objective of DAFNE (use of a decision -analytic framework to
explore the water -energy-food nexus in complex and trans -boundary water
resources systems of fast growing developing countries) is to establish a
decision-analytic framework (DAF) for participatory and integrated
planning. The DAF is a multi -step procedure that will enable the extensive, D‘AFNE
guantitative analysis of the anticipated effects of alternative planning
options on the broad range of heterogeneous and often competing interests
in transboundary river basins, ultimately facilitating comparison and
negotiation based on:

THE FRAMEWORK PROGRAMME FOR RESEARCH AND INNOVATION

H O RIGEINL2020

(a) active engagement of stakeholders in the process from the outset of the T~
project, and

(b) integration of multiple and diverse international and local academic

expertise ranging from natural sciences, water engineering, and
environmental economics, to water governance and laws in order to develop
tools to facilitate social understanding of the impact and support

comparative analysis of the alternative through negotiations. m Z U r I C h

Coordinator : Swiss Federal Institute of Technology, Switzerland

SMIRES (COST Action)

SMIRES (Science and Management of Intermittent Rivers and H/O‘W2O

Ephemeral Streams (IRES)) will bring together hydrologists, -~
biogeochemists, ecologists, environmental economists, social researchers
and stakeholders from 14 different countries in order to develop a
research network for synthesizing the fragmented and recent knowledge
on IRES, thus improving our understanding of IRES ecology and
translating this into science -based, sustainable management of river
networks.

Coordinator : Institut national de recherche en sciences et technologies
pour l'environnement et I'agriculture

Perennial Stream Intermittent Stream Ephemeral Stream
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GLOBAQUA (EU -FP7, 9,990,594.80 euro): http://www.globaqua -project.eu/

GLOBAQUA (Managing the effects of multiple stressors on aquatic ecosystems

under water scarcity) has assembled a multidisciplinary consortium in order

to study the interaction of multiple stressors within the frame of strong

pressure on water resources. GLOBAQUA assesses the effects of water scarcity

on aquatic ecosystems by focusing on six river basins (Ebro, Adige, Sava,

Evrotas, Anglian and Souss Massa). These basins encompass a rich set of socio -

ecological conditions and a wide geographic coverage, and focus on a specific set

of stressors to illustrate different management scenarios. GLOBAQUA aims to

achieve a better understanding on how current water management practices

and policies could be improved by identifying their main drawbacks and

alternatives. ICRE8 Team at the ATHENA RC responsibilities include the

analysis of the socio -economic implications of the effects of impacts on water quality and availability, as well
as on biodiversity and ecosystem functioning, by translating the information gathered into ecosystem
services, and investigating the effects on the socio -economic development.

1 22-23 October, 2015: 4th International Symposium "Effect -related evaluation of anthropogenic trace
substances - concepts for genotoxicity, neurotoxicity and endocrine effects” in Aachen [  Flyer]

1 26-27 November, Barcelona, Spain: Short Course on Rapid Screening of Aquatic Organic Pollution and
Toxicity using Bioassays and Biosensors [ Information ]

1 11-12 January 2016, Freising, Germany - 1st GLOBAQUA International Conference
Prof. Phoebe Koundouri and loannis Souliotis participated in the event.

Eventinformation. ConferencBrogramand Project assembagenda

Conference presentaticfidentifying, Measuring & Integrating Total Economic Value in River Restoration
ManagementProject Assembly presentatioiesentation,lPresentation 2
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